As seen in the June 2007 issue of CESSNA OWNER Magazine

cessnamakeover

By Lynette Lindgren

alt Wermerskirchen and I own and operate
an aviation salvage business at the Princeton
Airport, in Minnesota, where we buy damaged
aircraft and part them out. While we were picking
up a damaged C172, the FBO said he had a project plane we might be interested in, so we decided to have a look. We found the disassembled and
completely stripped 1962 Cessna 150B tucked in
a corner. The former owner had planned on converting it into a taildragger and had installed a
Horton STOL Kit, but left the tricycle gear alone.
The airplane had been lying in pieces for 10 years
and the log books were missing.

The first thing I did was order the aircraft
records from the FAA and learned that the last
owner was from South Dakota. After several
months of indecision, I finally decided to buy and
rebuild the airplane. It was also time for me to
begin flying lessons, as well as furthering my education in airplanes.
“Juliet Lima” was loaded up and carted home
in September 2004. I went to work collecting the
parts and maintenance manuals, including the
Continental O-200 operator’s manual and the
C150 POH. I also reserved my N-number and
completed the required paperwork, while Walt
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Juliet Lima’s avionics were intentionally kept to a minimum, which includes a Mark 12D
with glide slope. Photos provided by Lynette Lindgren.

inventoried the airplane and identified its missing parts.
The standard 100-hp Continental
O-200 engine was removed and sent
to Leaders Flying Services for a
complete overhaul. We upgraded
from a venturi to a vacuum pump
system and added new Bendix magnetos. The engine had been wellprepared for storage and the compression checks came out fine.
Although the McCauley Model
1A100/MCM6950 propeller was fairly undamaged, we still sent it to

Maxwell Aircraft Service to be
checked and reconditioned.
With the assistance of Stephen
Nelson at Mille Lacs Aviation, we
began work on rigging the airplane.
At times, claustrophobia set in as we
crawled around the tail section. A
few control cables were missing and
were replaced through Cessna. After
we completed the safety wiring, we
started on the interior.
A new windshield and windows
were installed, along with a new
headliner, carpet and door seals. The

The standard 100-hp Continental O-200 was completely overhauled. New Bendix magnetos were added and the engine was upgraded from a venturi to a vacuum pump system.

original seats were cleaned and new
harnesses from Aero Fabricators,
Inc. were installed. A new placard
interior kit was also included.
The avionics included a Mark 12D
w/ glide slope, a transponder/encoder
and intercom. The yellow-tagged
flight instruments and radios were
taken from the inventory of J’s
Broken Aero and installed. I intentionally kept the avionics to a minimum, because after talking to people
who trained in a “buck-and-a-half,” I
wanted to learn dead-reckoning and
some old-fashioned piloting.
Several small airframe parts were
missing and had to be replaced, including rudder caps, elevator tip, and horizontal/vertical fairings. The wing tips of
the Horton STOL kit were also missing
and needed to be replaced.
The OH engine and propeller were
installed and our project was taking
shape. It was amazing to see the
progress every day when I went to work
at the hangar. New tires and a battery
were installed and the fuel caps were

Upgrades:

Engine: Standard 100-hp
Continental O-200 was removed
and sent out for overhaul.
Upgraded from a venturi to a
vacuum system and added
Bendix magnetos. Compression
checks were good.
Propeller: McCauley Model
1A100/MCM6950 was reconditioned.
Interior: Headliner and carpet;
new harnesses; new windshield
and windows; new interior placard kit.

replaced with the vented-style caps.
At times the rebuild became a
group project as others at the airport
were involved in the fun. A local
graphic artist designed the template

Avionics: Mark12D with glide
slope; transponder with encoder
and an intercom; yellow-tagged
radios and instruments replaced.
Paint: the wing tips; rudder caps;
fairings and N number are PPG
#DCC15007 Bristol Blue. The top
cowl was painted black.
Other Mods: new battery; tires;
new control cables; fairings;
replacement of Horton STOL
wing tips. Fuel caps replaced
with the vented-style caps.

for the paint scheme and another
gentleman painted the airplane.
Walt had the plane painted while I
was on vacation and it was such a
pleasant surprise to come back and
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see the finished product! Because
we liked the look of the polished aluminum, we kept the paint job to a
minimum. We also painted the
upper cowl black to reduce glare.
The final safety wiring and a
check ride were completed in
August of 2005.
Juliet Lima gets a lot of attention
at Princeton Airport, a small municipal airport about 50 miles NW of
Minneapolis. Many of the locals
remember what she looked like
when she came home, and I’ve
received repeated offers from people
who want to buy her, but I can’t
imagine parting with her after all
that work. She’s a great little performer and has come a long way
since the first time we saw her. It’s
hard to believe she was once a
rebuild project and there was
nowhere to go but up.CO

Sources:

J’s Broken Aero, Inc.
27735 Jarvis Street NW
Zimmerman , MN 55398
Phone/Fax 763.389.8023
Hangar Phone/Fax 763.389.0124
Website: www.j-ba.com
Leaders Flying Service
Clear Lake, MN
Phone: 320-743-2294
Website: www.leadersflyingservice.com
Mille Lacs Aviation
10726 155th Street
Milaca, MN
Phone: 320-983-2648
Maxwell Aircraft Service
Crystal Airport
Minneapolis, MN 55429
Phone: (763) 533-8611
Fax: (763) 533-3219
Email: maxwellprop@isd.net
Website: http://hcsweb.com/maxwell
Airtex Products, Inc.
259 Lower Morrisville Road
Fallsington, PA 19054-1494
215 295-4115 - Phone
215 295-4417 - Fax (International)
800 394-1247 - Fax (48 States)
Website: www.airtexinteriors.com

Aero Fabricators, Inc.
1216 North Road
Lyons, WI 53148
Toll Free: 800-558-6868
Website: www.aero-fab.com

Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Co.
P.O. Box 4000
Corona, CA 92878-4000
Toll Free: 877-477-7823
web: www.aircraft-spruce.com
Stene Aviation, Inc. (rudder top/bottom, elevator tip, vertical/horizontal tips)
470 Regatta Rd.
P.O. Box 700
Polson, MT 59860
Tel: (406)883-6244
Toll Free: (800)597-1911
Fax: (406)883-2389
E-mail: steneavi@steneaviation.com
Website: www.steneaviation.com

Lynette is pleased with Juliet Lima’s shiny, like-new appearance and was pleasantly surprised by
the new paint job that enhances the exterior’s polished aluminum finish.

